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January 2009 Newsletter

A very Happy New Year to you all,

What a cracking start to the year folks,  with two prospective members and one new member joining as well as a great demonstrator in Ian Clarkson.  There is a lot to do this year so I’ll get on with things.

Ian from Hebden Bridge, an active Tree Surgeon, was warmly greeted by Wilf and Fred,  two of our three Honouries,  being old friends of Ian.

He started off with a thin bowl in Sycamore,  moving on to a “green” Oak bowl ebonised on the outside,  a few hints on deep bowl turning and piercing,  finishing off with a pair of Diamond Wood earings.
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      Ian Clarkson                             Pierced thin vase                   Supporting the thin bowl whilst turning

Here are some notes I think worthy of mentioning from his demonstration:-

· When rough turning wet wood he always leaves a spigot in the middle of the bowl as well as twice wall thickness,  to balance up the drying process

· The bowl curve should finish “inside” the foot of the bowl for a more pleasing shape….see Richard Raffans book on Bowl Design.  The foot should also be less than 1/3rd of the bowl width.

· Use a ¼ “ spindle gouge to do the dovetail spigot or foot.  Ceramic pieces have a recess in the foot,  why not put one on the bowl foot,  but not too deep as when you reverse the bowl you don’t want the jaws to crush.

· Always spin the bowl before turning on the lathe.

· When turning thin,  shape the outside;  reverse the bowl and thin the bowl wall 1/2 “ at a time and leave some bulk in the centre as can be seen in the photo.
· On the Oak bowl he uses TORX screws to fix on the faceplate,  they don’t chaff.  He radiuses the bowl edge,  and finished with Food Safe Oil inside.  Outside he ebonised with a Vinegar/Wire wool mixture left several days, a spirit stain will also do.  The bowl was also End grain cut.

· With the cylinders he first rough turned and left till completely dry,  then trued up with very small cuts.  He bleached the wood (usually Sycamore) with Wood Bleach, before Ebonising inside.

· Using the “Oil free” compressor, Ian pierced with a dentists drill.  It’s essential the wall thickness  is even and thin.

· The Diamond Wood earings seemed quite easy,  tricky part is drilling the 0.7mm  12mm deep in the end.  The fitments he gets from www.beadmaster.com 

Overall a good demonstrator,  full of helpful hints and jokes,  I can see why Ian is a club favourite.

Club News
It was a very good turn out with two prospective members of Tony Johnston and John Dransfield.  Malcolm Batchelor joined the club ,  welcome Malcolm.  On a negative point,  John Spencer is not renewing his membership after 10 years with the club.  We wish him all the best for the future.

· The Joint turning day with Sheffield club is fixed for Saturday 19th Sept with Phil Irons the guest demonstrator.  I expect loads of people to sign up and will be a great day.  Food will be put on;  there is a wood seller coming and possibly A.n.o. seller.  Details later but book it on your calendar now!!

· Richard Ogley and the committee have started the Lottery bid by filling forms,  getting quotes, etc  It was also decided that EVERYONE  in the club should commit to make at least ONE item for club funds which we hope will sell at Honley show in June.

· Joe Ratcliffe is well into the year with bookings for demonstrators,  thanks Joe.

· The next demonstrator is Steve Hitchins and I don’t know anything about him.

· The committee also decided to have July as an Open night with various activities on show.  If you have any sidelines you would like to show others then please forget about your shyness and bring them along.  I’m even going to bring along some of my photos to show you,  so there!  We hope to have Russell bring his shop along,  the lathes will be up for any turning.  Everyone can bring along any tools or equipment they no longer use and try and sell it…a Bring and Buy stall.

· The club has committed itself to doing Honley show again after such a successful time last year.  It will be Saturday 13th June 2009 .
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    A lovely bowl by David Milner,  and a turned and

carved Walking stick by Brian Davies,  well done.
· The “Fruit” turning  competition will be judged  

At the February meeting.  

· When I have drawn up the plans for the new cupboards we can get those underway as well.  The Web site I am also going to do will also have to wait a bit!!!!!!

· The Raffle prizes were a bit down on our usual standards….if you haven’t contributed can you try and bring something,  to some people they are the star attraction of the evening and we don’t want them to be disappointed.  The raffle made £22,  T/Coffee also £22.  We do hope Shirley is better,  thanks go to Harry Ellis to stepping into the cauldron to help Robert Barnes,  also hope chairman Peter’s neck in better,  and anyone else who has been ill.

· If by any chance you feel unable to come back to the club this year, then please let me know, thanks.

Cheerio for now

                            Chris Park (secretary Huddersfield & District Woodturners)

