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Newsletter- August 2009
Dear turners,
I hope some of you have managed to get away for a break this holiday,  tho’ for some of you life is a holiday all the time(those retired).  My wife and I had a week up in Largs and came back rust coloured…it rained every day!  I did hear that it was lovely down here?

         Our demonstrator in August was Andrew Hall the Hat maker,  which is what he did,  though he does do other turning.  His website is worth a look…. www.hallwoodhats.com .

His lathe at home is an “Omega Stubby lathe”,  made in Australia (Aus$6000) which I had not heard of.  Coming from County Durham one had to listen to hard to understand the Geordie tang.  However,  Andrew was precise,  informative and a skilful turner,  who persevered despite his first Sycamore blank proving to be flawed and having to start again.
         He keeps his blanks in water for up to two years in large plastic barrels,  whereby he `changes the water weekly to avoid build up of disease.  That meant that he was “wet turning”  and frequently sprayed the hat during the turning process.
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Andrew with outside almost complete.       Cutting off the waste corner which made a frame.
He basically used a ½” and 3/8”  gouge,  a ¼” and Fishtail parting tool, and 3/8” skew chisel.

Andrew made a half size hat using a “French curve” technique to determine the head size.  The colouring on the band round the hat was done using “Derwent Sepia range of pencils which are very waxy and don’t smudge.  He used their black, chocolate and terracotta  pencils.

       After reversing the hat he finished the rim,  turning to 1/8” thick using light to see thro’ the wood.  He only turned  1” at a time.  Then he started on the inside,  eventually using a light to gauge the wall thickness when the walls were getting near their finishing size.  One must remember that the walls then dry out and loose about 1/3 of their thickness. 

       When finished the hat is put in a former to help form the Oval head shape and also apply weights to make the rim bend as it dries The finished hat,  after sanding to 320 grit, it receives 8/10 coats of lacquer.  
[image: image3.jpg]


     [image: image4.jpg]



  The finished hat                                         More of his hats in different styles.

Club News:

Our next demonstrator in Sept. is Tim Evans who has been to the club before,  though I personally haven’t seen him in action.

     Entries in the “Lidded box” competition were disappointing especially as we have 35 members;  there were entries from only seven people.  First was Mark Mercer, winning a set of drills,  second was Alan Beaumont, winning a set of knives.      The next competition is to make a 
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table light with fitment and cable.  It can be any shape and size,  any decoration or colour.  Prizes will be given when judged on October 8th.  Please don’t disappoint and let us have plenty of entries.
        Many thanks to members who remembered to bring a prize for the raffle.  Are you a member who hasn’t brought a prize yet?  If so can you try and remember please,  every little bit helps.

Also on 19th Sept 13 lucky people will be going to Sheffield Woodturning club to spend a DAY with Phil Irons.  It will be a great day not only to see an expert turner in action but also to chat with like minded turners from another club.  There will also be blanks on sale.  Huddersfield need to provide a few prizes for a draw as well as take 3 or 4 cakes for the coffee breaks.     If you still wish to go please see me for tickets at £13,  otherwise they are £15 on the day.

          It was also nice to see a piece of work from David Milner,  a very large Platter,  well done David.   Please don’t be afraid to bring in finished work to show off,  you never know if it might inspire someone to make a similar object,  plus Davids work  provided a lot on chat and interest.

We have another young member join,  a Lee Charlesworth from near Huddersfield, please make him feel at home.

I have already had a renewal slip to get a ticket to the North of England Woodturning show at Harrogate on 20-22nd Nov. try and put it in your diary.

      Well that’s all for now folks,  don’t stop turning,  and see you all on 10th September.

Chris Park. (secretary of Huddersfield & District Woodturners)

